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John V. Evans, born in Milad, Idaho on January 18, 1925, is a
descendent of an Idaho pioneer famly. Following in the footsteps
of his grandfather, who served as |daho House Speaker at the turn
of the century, Evans has spent thirty three years in public
servi ce.

Evans attended lIdaho State University and graduated from Stanford
University with a degree in business and econom cs. He spent 18
nonths overseas as an Arny infantryman in Wrld VWar IIl, is a
menber of the VFW Anmerican Legion, and served as vice chairman of
the National D stinguished Quests Committee of the American
Legi on. Evans, also is a nmenber of the Masonic Lodge, Fraternal
Order of Eagles, and the Rotary d ub.

Evans' governnent service was al nost continuous from 1953 to 1987
when he finished his term as the 27th Governor of the State of
| daho. He served three terns in the Idaho Senate from 1953 to
1958. He was Mayor of ©Malad from 1960 to 1966. He returned to
the Senate in 1967 and served four nore terns, until his election
as Lieutenant Governor in 1974. He served as Majority Leader of
the Senate in 1957-1958 and as Mnority Leader from 1969-1974. He
was a nenber of the National Legislative Conmittee on Natural
Resources and was appoi nted by Governor Cecil Andrus to the Idaho
Energy Council. In 1974, Evans was presented the D stinguished
Service Awmard by the Association of ldaho Cties for nmeritorious
service during his legislative career.

As Lieutenant Governor, Evans served as chairman of the Law
Enforcenment Planning Comm ssion, the Juvenile Justice Advisory
Council, and the Land Board Subconmmttee on Lease Rates and
Pol i ci es. He also was a nenber of the Legislative Land Gants
Conmttee. |In August 1975, he was elected to the Executive Board
of the National Conference of Lieutenant Governors and al so served
on its Food Policy Conmttee. Evans also headed an |daho
del egation to Japan on a trade m ssion while Lieutenant Governor.



Evans becane |daho's twenty-seventh CGovernor on January 24, 1977.
The followi ng Septenber, he was elected vice chairman of the
Western GCovernors' Conference, and in June 1978 he was elected
chai rman of that body.

He was elected to a four-year termas Governor on Novenber 7, 1978
and re-elected to a second termin Novenber of 1982.

Governor Evans was very active in the National Governors

Associ ati on. He was a nenber of the National Governors

Association Committee on Agriculture, as well as the Conmttee on
International Trade and Foreign Relations and the Education Task
For ce. He was vice chairman of the Nuclear Power Cost Over-run
Task Force, co-chairman of the Rangel and Managenent Subconmttee,
and a nmenber of the Executive Conmttee. Evans was active in the
"Ag Focus" project of the association, which highlighted the
| eadership role of the nation's governors in bringing to focus the
economi c, soci al , and  environnental questions  surrounding
agricul ture.

| daho's capital city of Boise was the site of the 1985 Nationa
Covernors' Association Annual Meeting. As the host Governor,
CGovernor Evans also welcomed seven of Canada's ten Province
Premers, who participated for the first time in a Nationa
Governors' Association annual neeting. During this 1985 neeting,
a CGovernors and Premers Task Force on Trade was established, and
Governor Evans and Premer WIIliam Bennett of British Colunbia
wer e named co-chairnen.

CGovernor Evans | ed several international trade m ssions (including
Egypt, Taiwan, Philippines, People's Republic of China, and South
Anerica) working to develop new nmarkets for |daho products. He
al so | ed del egati ons of | daho busi ness and i ndustry
representatives to California to recruit electronics and high
technology industry to ldaho to help diversify and stabilize
| daho' s econom c base.

Wiile CGovernor he was particularly dedicated to providing the
children of Ildaho the finest educational opportunities possible
under rather extrene budgetary limtations. Facing severe
financial deficits during the early eighties he supported both



severe budget restrictions as well as increased taxes to provide
for a growi ng state econony and bal ance the state's budget.

Wth the closing of Idaho's ol dest and | argest silver m ne "Bunker
HIl" in Shoshone County in 1982 and the loss of 2,200 mner's
jobs, Governor Evans had to nmarshal all the state and federal
resources available to stabilize the North Idaho mning econony,
| ocate jobs for the unenployed mners and support their famlies.
he <consistently gave nobst of the <credit for successfully
overcomng this nost serious econom c disaster to the efforts nade
by and in coordination of local, state and federal public
officials. This was one of the nost troubling economc tines in
our state's history.

Being a farnmer and understanding the inportance of I|daho's water
prepared CGovernor Evans to able to guide Idaho in the resolution
of one of the nost troubling water issues of the century. |In the
Swan Falls Waters Rights case before the Idaho Suprenme Court in
1982, the Court ruled that Idaho Power's historic water rights to
generate electrical power held precedence over |later water rights,
giving |daho Power overpowering water rights on the Snake R ver
and threatened all the irrigated water rights upstream from Swan
Fall s Dam In order to avoid further |awsuits, Governor Evans,
along with Attorney GCeneral Jim Jones, negotiated a settlenent
with Idaho Power on the Swan Falls Decision which established
mnimum flow for power generation and required a basin wde
adj udi cation of the Snake River Water R ghts.

In the first year of holding office, his admnistration worked
diligently with the residents of Mdison County to settle the
damages resulting from the Teton Dam Col |l apse in 1976 and in the
follow ng year 1977, managed the nost serious drought year the
state had experienced since 1933. He fornmed a drought relief
council consisting of local, state and federal agencies to address
the water shortage and a commttee to this day neets early each
year to address potential water problens.

In 1980, Governor Evans initiated a "Capital for a Day" program
that took the admnistration of state governnent to each county
seat for a day activity. Popul ar Town Hall neetings with the
Covernor answering comunity questions was one of the benefits of
t he program



As a result of Governor Evans dedi cated support to Idaho' s working
famlies and his strong opposition to passage of the R ght to Wrk
Act, he nustered strong support fromthe Idaho | abor unions across
the state and becane their chanpion of those years.

Governor Evans first ran for the Idaho Senate in 1952 on a
platform to reopen North Idaho College of Education at Lew ston
and South Idaho College of Education at A bion after they were
cl osed by Governor Len Jordan and the Legislature in 1951. He
wor ked closely with northern |Idaho Legislators to reopen N.1.C E.,
but could not get enough support to reopen S.I.CE. N.l1.CE
eventual ly becane Lewis and O ark State Col |l ege.

As a result of CGovernor Evans concern for |Ildaho's wlderness
areas, he drafted an ldaho wilderness Bill to bring those pristine
ldaho wild lands under protection from |ogging and devel opnent,
but could not secure the support of the Idaho Congressional
del egation to introduce the |legislation, even though there was
strong support for the plan by ldaho's sportsman and
conservati oni sts. To this day appropriate legislation still has
not been adopted to protect those wi | derness areas.

Evans is a nenber of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints. Evans and his wife, Lola, have five children and fourteen
grandchi | dren. Before becomng Governor, Evans was a Mlad
farmer, rancher, and busi nessnan. He is a forner Vice President
and Director of the Ireland Bank and forner President of the Ml ad
Chanber of Comrerce. Evans also has served as Vice President,
Bear R ver Water Users; President, Deep Creek Irrigation Co.;
Director, Oneida County Gain Gowers Association; and President,
Bear River RC&. He has al so served on the Board of Idaho Nature

Conser vancy; Honorary  Co-Chairman  of I daho's Centennial
Conm ssi on; Secretary ldaho Law Foundati on; Treasurer of the
| daho Bankers Association and nenber of the |BA Executive
Commttee. Hs famly still operates the oldest continuing famly

owned business in the state, the Evans' Co-op Mercantile in Ml ad.

Evans lost his race for the United States Senate in 1986. He
conpl eted his second term as Governor on January 5, 1987, and was
recogni zed as having held the office for ten years, which is the
third | ongest termof any Governor in Idaho' s history.



He and his wife, Lola, now reside in Burley, |daho, where he is
President of the D.L. Evans Bank, a bank founded by his
grandfather in 1904. He continues to maintain an active role in
community affairs and busi ness organi zations.

John's nost recent past activities in comunity affairs are as a
menber of the M ni-Cassia Devel opnment Commttee, a Board nenber of
the M. Harrison Heritage Foundation; Co-chairman of the C S.I.
Herrit Miuseum conmmttee; Chairman of the Govenor's Oegon Trail
Executive Conmmttee; served as President of the College of
Sout hern | daho Foundation; President, |daho Community Reinvestnent
Corporation; National Secretary and nenber of the Executive
Commttee of the I|ndependent Community Banker's Association and
also chairman of I1CBA's Tax Policy Conmttee; Vice Chairman, Mni-
Cassia Transportation Commttee; President, Region |V Economc
Devel oprent Committee; and nenber of the Gty of Rocks Backcountry
Byways Conmttee. He continues to serve on the Mni-
Cassia Transportation Conmttee; Region |V Economc Devel opnent
Commttee; Gty of Rocks Back Country Byway Conmttee; |daho
Bankers Association Public Policy Commttee; and as Secretary of
the Southern |daho Learning Center. He is also a Rotarian and a
Mason.

The Evans' reside in their honme overlooking the beautiful Snake
Ri ver and are enjoying many outdoor activities.



